
NORTH CAMDEN

SAVE THE DATE
North Camden Tree Plantings

Join the NJ Tree Foundation and North Camden 
residents as we plant trees throughout the 
neighborhood this fall! Tools, training, gloves and 
refreshments provided. Please sign up in advance.
 
Saturday, October 8th: 9am-12pm
500 block of Grant, 500 block of York & 800 block 
of N. 6th St; meet at the corner of N. 6th and Grant 
Street at 8:45am.

Saturday, November 5th: 9am-12pm
North Camden Little League Home Field
Meet at Point/Erie Street at 8:45am.

For details and locations, visit
www.newjerseytreefoundation.org/Volunteer
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A CELEBRATION OF SHALOM
By Rodney S. Sadler Sr., Save Our Waterfront

On August 13th, the neighborhood came together on 
State Street to celebrate SHALOM.  For the fourth year, 
Respond, Inc., the neighborhood churches and many of 
the organizations that are under the SOW umbrella joined 
the pastors of our community churches to promote a day of 
peace, love and understanding.  

It was my honor to open the event and update the 
attendees on North Camden Neighborhood Plan activities, 
the Meadows project at 5th and Erie Streets, the proposed 
supermarket at 7th and Linden Streets and the work of the 
Save Our Waterfront committees focused on greening, 
housing, education and public safety.

Approximately 800 men, women and children experienced 
a day of peace, fun and unity along State Street.  

The organizations participating included Respond, Inc., 
State Street Housing, Camden Lutheran Housing, Lutheran 
Social Ministries, HopeWorks ‘N Camden, Coopers Ferry 
Development Association, North Camden Little League, 
Concerned Citizens of North Camden, My Brother’s 
Keeper, NJ Partnership for Healthy Kids, Rutgers University 
Walter Rand Institute – North Camden Civic Engagement 
Project, Camden County College, Volunteers of America, 
AmeriCorps, Catholic Partnership Schools, and the NJ Tree 
Foundation.

These organizations were joined by numerous spiritual 
leaders, including Rev. Dr. Robert Costella, Deacon James 
McCain, Elder Baron, Rev. Annie Allen, Rev. Joseph L. Scott, 
Rev. Richard Allen King Jr., Rev. Jesse Brown and Rev. 
Heyward Wiggins.

Rev. Dr. Charles Sayres and other clergy encouraged us “to 
see the Shalom of the city where I have sent you, for in its 
Shalom you will find your Shalom” (Jeremiah 29:7).

Peace,
Rodney S. Sadler Sr.
Executive Director
Save Our Waterfront 

 

Participants take in the festivities at the Shalom Celebration on 
State Street in North Camden.

We are Roman Catholic Sisters who want to introduce 
ourselves – from left to right:

By Matthew Brener, Greesngrow Farm

Every Thursday until the first week of November you can 
visit the new Greensgrow Farm mobile farm stands in North 
Camden. Each week these farm stands feature seasonal 
fresh fruits and vegetables from New Jersey farmers as well as 
popular staples  and ethnic favorites.  The bakery chefs from 
the RESPOND, Inc. Culinary School are also on hand offering 
fresh baked goods and those famous RESPOND cookies! The 
stands are located from 10 am – 12:30 pm each Thursday 
morning at the corner of 9th & Pearl, and then later in the 
afternoon at Northgate II Apartments from 1 pm-2:30 pm.
 
The markets will also host special health services events from 
time to time as well as cooking demonstrations with local 
produce and nutrition educational materials. Senior and 
WIC Farmer’s Market vouchers and EBT cards are accepted 
at all markets.
 
Greensgrow Farm is also featuring markets at Waterfront 
South Farmer’s Market (Broadway & Ferry) on Thursday 
afternoons from 4-7 pm, at East Camden at St. Joseph’s Pro-
Cathedral on Friday mornings form 10 am – 2 pm, and at 
Cooper Grant /Rutgers (Friends & Penn Streets) on Friday 
afternoons from 4 – 7pm. Please visit www.greensgrow.org 
for more information.

GREENSGROW FARM NEIGHBORHOOD MARKETS ROLLS INTO NORTH CAMDEN

The weekly offerings at the Greensgrow Farm mobile farm 
stand in North Camden.

Save Our Waterfront (SOW), a 501(c)3 organization incorporated in 1990, is a coalition of individuals who live, work 
or worship in the North Camden neighborhood. Its mission is to serve as a unified and coherent voice for North 
Camden. SOW spearheaded the creation of the 2008 North Camden Neighborhood Plan. For more information, 
or to find out about volunteer opportunities, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director, at (609) 238-4031.
 

Children hula hoop and enjoy the Bounce House at the Shalom 
Celebration. 

	   Tres Esquinas 
	  	  

10	  New	  Homes	  For	  Sale!	  
	  	  

2nd	  and	  State	  Streets	  
	  	  

Prices Starting at $60,000 
	  	  

3	  Bedroom/	  1	  ½	  Baths	  
off-‐street	  parking	  

	  	  
Call	  Camden	  Lutheran	  Housing,	  Inc.	  

	  	  

(856)	  342	  –	  8088	  
for	  more	  information	  

	  	  
Income	  Restrictions	  will	  apply!	  

	  	  
	  

To submit an article for consideration, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director at (609) 238-4031. All articles 
must pertain to North Camden, are subject to editing, and should be 100-250 words in length.
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By Wilbert Mitchell, Respond, Inc.

If you are a resident of North Camden, or a recent visitor 
to the area, you may have noticed many newly ‘greened’ 
areas. These lots have gone from liabilities to assets in 
the neighborhood, due to support from the Wells Fargo 
Foundation and others that provide funding to train workers 
and provide landscaping in the neighborhood.

In the past few months, more than 40 lots have been 
cleaned and greened in the Camden Towne area of North 
Camden (west of 4th St.). East of 4th Street, an additional 
40 lots have been brought to life, and work is continuing to 
clean and green the more than 200 vacant, trash-strewn, 
untended lots that remain.

The program includes not only classroom and hands-
on training in lawn Repair and landscaping, but also in 
employment skills, classes for a high school diploma and 
preparation for obtaining a driver’s license. At the end of the 
training period, students who have completed the program 
will receive a Certificate in Lawn Repair from Camden 
County College.

By Sean Dougherty, Hopeworks

When the sun went down on August 23rd the stars came out 
in Northgate Park.  From Bess the Book Bus, to fresh vegetables 
from the Esperanza Community Garden, to CATCH leaders 
who got the children exercising and having fun, it was all a 
part of Hopeworks’ and SCRIBE’s Street Movies.  Hopeworks, 
together with SOW, DeSales Service Works, and Catholic 
Partnership Schools, put the evening together with a theme 
of healthy foods and meals.  After the early activities the 
drum ensemble MOM – Music Over Matter, took aver and 
really got everyone involved - children, teens and adults all 
had a chance to sing, dance or play a drum in this delightful 
high energy set.  After that Hopeworks’ youth took center 
stage showing films that they had worked on throughout 
the summer, all featuring healthy foods as the subject.  Then 
SCRIBE’s short films took over, highlighted by another film 
on Camden, Eve’s Garden, about a community garden in 
Waterfront South.  All in all it was a great night for the entire 
family.  We are already looking forward to its return next 
summer.  Thanks to everyone who helped make it possible, 
especially Bob McGee!

The Music Over Matter drum ensemble performs with neighborhood 
youth at the movie night at Northgate Park.
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RESIDENT SURVEY EFFORT SUCCESSFUL!
By Sarah Bryant, Cooper’s Ferry Partnership

In July and August, eight Camden residents, the 
majority from North Camden, went door to door in the 
neighborhood, surveying residents on their perceptions of 
their neighborhood. The surveyors collected 303 surveys, filled 
with valuable information about how residents feel about 
North Camden. The survey, conducted by a partnership 
of Save Our Waterfront, Cooper’s Ferry Development 
Association, Respond, Inc. and Camden Lutheran Housing, 
Inc., is a component of funding awarded in early 2011 by 
the Wells Fargo Regional Foundation for the implementation 
of priority projects in the 2008 North Camden Neighborhood 
Plan. Five years from now, when the grant period ends, the 
partnership will again survey the neighborhood to gauge 
the impact of the Neighborhood Plan implementation on 
the level of resident satisfaction in North Camden. 

The experience was rewarding for all involved. Surveyors 
remarked that they had met new neighbors and learned a 
great deal about their neighborhood.  Those being surveyed 
most often valued the opportunity to express their opinions 
and have their voices heard. This important information will 
now guide the project partners as they work to improve the 
quality of life for residents of North Camden. 

Moving Forward
A NEW GREEN

Lawn repair and landscaping program trainees (in green shirts) 
posing with, from left, Rod Sadler of Save Our Waterfront, Karen 
Cruz of Rutgers University- Walter Rand Institute and Wilbert 
Mitchell of Respond, Inc.

MOVIES UNDER THE STARS AT NORTHGATE PARK

Surveyors speak with North Camden residents.

By Jeffrey Pastva, Haley Donovan Architecture

On Monday, August 22nd, Ingerman, Respond Inc. and 
Haley Donovan Architecture hosted a hard hat tour of 
a brand new affordable apartment building being built 
in the heart of North Camden.  The project, dubbed “The 
Meadows at Pyne Poynt”, is a 41-unit apartment building 
that addresses a wide range of special social needs for the 
City of Camden. First, it creates an affordable solution for 
the City’s elderly. Second, it caters to the special needs of 
the chronically homeless and those living with HIV/AIDS.  All 
of these groups tend to have difficulty finding residency 
and The Meadows hopes to fill that need.  In addition to its 
dedication to serving social needs, it will show that modern 
living is within the grasp of anyone who desires it.

All apartments are 100% handicap accessible. Design 
features include high efficiency HVAC/windows/doors, 
exterior balconies on upper floor apartments, premium fiber 
cement cladding, southern facing shading devices, water 
efficient fixtures, double height lobby space, community 
gardens, and many social service and communal spaces.

In addition to the design amenities that are offered in 
the residential portion of the building, the local non-profit 
partner, Respond Inc., will be expanding its Senior Center 
facility at the head of the building.  

NORTH CAMDEN STAKEHOLDERS VISIT THE MEADOWS AT PYNE POYNT

North Camden community members gather in the future lobby 
of the Meadows at Pyne Poynt for a hard hat tour.

Cleaned & 
Greened Lots


