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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
By Rodney S. Sadler Sr., Save Our Waterfront

As we enter the New Year, I am pleased to look back over 
2011.  It was a year of change and promise of change.  
In retrospect the motto was “do more with less”.  The city 
searched for funding for its police and fire personnel.  The 
County searched for ways to implement its budget and our 
people searched for livability in a growing hostile city.  Many 
of the accomplishments in 2011 were set in motion in previous 
years.  North Camden housing projects were in place and 
came together – Tres Esquinas, The Meadows at Pyne Poynt, 
and the CRIB during this past year.  Planning efforts for Pyne 
Poynt Park, Northgate Park and the Waterfront Linear Park 
moved forward despite the tough economic climate.

As we envision a renewed neighborhood in 2012, we hope 
for a retail center at 7th & Linden, a Charter School between 
8Th & 9Th on Linden and possible aquaculture along the 
North Camden Waterfront Linear Park.  These ongoing efforts 
to remediate brownfields will hopefully continue to push 
North Camden into a bright future. 

I encourage each resident to clearly look at the city’s plans 
for public safety.  Get involved in the discussion or live with 
the outcomes.

The Respond Inc. New Worker Job Development Center 
at 8th & Erie is up and running.  Take advantage of the 
opportunities presented: automotive, culinary arts and 
landscape training.  Last summer Respond co-sponsored a 
successful Shalom program which we hope to continue in 
2012.

Last month Save Our Waterfront once again held a successful 
holiday celebration - this year at the Respond Elders’ Center, 
a combination of holiday spirit, children and Santa Claus 
worked a miracle. All of the children that participated 
received gifts and ten complete meals were distributed to 
families.

Families enjoy the festivities, including a visit from Santa, at the 
2011 Save Our Waterfront Holiday Celebration.

By Jessica Franzini, New Jersey Tree Foundation

“These trees are so tall, we will have shade tomorrow!” said 
Bryan Morton, President of Concerned Citizens of North 
Camden at a community tree planting this fall. Through 
the NJ Tree Foundation’s Urban Airshed Reforestation 
Program (UARP), Camden residents apply for trees in their 
neighborhood and help organize volunteer tree plantings in 
their own communities.

On October 8th, 2011, 35 trees were planted in partnership 
with HopeWorks ‘N Camden, La Esperanza gardeners 
and over 100 volunteers! These tree lilacs, maples, and 
serviceberry trees were hand-planted and adopted by 
Camden residents. Visit the 500 block of York or the 800 
block of N. 6th Street in the fall to see vibrant orange and 
red leaves. Flowers more your style? Check out the sweet-
smelling trees at the La Esperanza Garden at N.6th and 
Grant Street during early summer.

On November 5th, 2011, 17 more trees came to North 
Camden! Pillar oaks and flowering pears were planted 
at the North Camden Little League (NCLL) home field at 
Point and Erie Street, organized by Concerned Citizens of 
North Camden (CCNC). Red-berried hawthorns and cherry 
blossom trees found new homes along the 100 block of 
Elm Street. Joined by over 50 volunteers, the November 5th 
event was organized to celebrate the new tri-state tree 
planting movement Plant One Million, which spans 3 states 
and 13 counties. 

So, who made these projects happen? Our community 
partners! Special thanks to Alaina Dobkowski of HopeWorks, 

52 NEW TREES PLANTED IN NORTH CAMDEN

Volunteers plant trees on the 400 block of York Street.

Save Our Waterfront (SOW), a 501(c)3 organization incorporated in 1990, is a coalition of 
individuals who live, work or worship in the North Camden neighborhood. Its mission is to serve 
as a unified and coherent voice for North Camden. SOW spearheaded the creation of the 
2008 North Camden Neighborhood Plan. For more information, or to find out about volunteer 
opportunities, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director, at (609) 238-4031.
 

Dorris Malavet of N. 6th Street, and Bryan Morton of CCNC 
and the NCLL. You are all exceptional community organizers! 
We’d also like to recognize the hard working men of Respond, 
Inc.’s Lawn Repair program and the dedicated volunteers 
who planted trees this fall.  As always, thank you to our in-kind 
donors: MAFCO and United Water Camden, for your support.

To apply for trees in your neighborhood, visit www.
njtreefoundation.org or call Jessica Franzini at 856-287-4488. 

By Valeria Galarza, New Jersey Partnership for Healthy Kids

Are you an advocate? An advocate is someone who speaks 
or works on behalf of someone else. It is exercising your right 
and power to make your voice heard by decision makers 
in our community.  We are all advocates for our children, 
especially in our own home. As a parent and a decision-
maker in my home, making the right choice for my son’s 
health is important. I know that feeding him healthy meals 
now will make an impact on his adult life. But it takes money, 
planning, transportation, healthy foods in our stores and 
much more. It can be challenging. 

New Jersey Partnership for Healthy Kids-Camden is working 
closely with the North Camden and Parkside neighborhoods 
to improve the health of our children. Our partners in North 
Camden are Holy Name School, Respond and Cooper’s 
Poynt Family School. These organizations are committed 
to making changes in their schools. Together, we are 

ADVOCATING FOR OUR CHILDREN’S HEALTH

Students receive a healthy lunch at Cooper’s Poynt School.

advocating to make the healthy choice the easy choice 
for our families. If you are a parent or a resident interested 
in advocating for better health options for our kids, join us. 
You can contact Valeria Galarza at valeriag@ymca-bc.org 
or (856) 275-9628. 

To submit an article for consideration, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director of Save Our Waterfront at (609) 238-
4031. All articles must pertain to North Camden, are subject to editing, and should be 100-250 words in length.

On a sad note, after a courageous battle with cancer, Sister Jean Mouch MMS left us on New Year’s Day.  She had a life filled 
with worldwide missionary experiences and finally landed permanently in North Camden where she touched so many lives.  
What a sparkling personality and giving soul!  She will be missed! 

During the 2011 year we also witnessed the passing of too many North Camden young folk, gone too soon.

May 2012 bring a revived energy to North Camden, ushering in a more livable lifestyle of renewed hope. Happy New Year!

Sister Jean Mouch MMS,1945-2012
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By Sarah Bryant, Cooper’s Ferry Partnership

In July and August of 2011, a partnership of Save Our 
Waterfront, Respond, Inc., Camden Lutheran Housing, Inc., 
and Cooper’s Ferry Partnership completed a neighborhood 
survey effort. The purpose of the survey was to gain an 
understanding of residents’ perceptions of North Camden. 
To complete the survey process, the partnership hired eight 
Camden residents to go door to door in North Camden. 
The surveyors collected 303 surveys filled with valuable 
information about how residents feel about North Camden. 
Here are some key findings:

• A majority of respondents said they were at least 
“somewhat satisfied” living in the community, but 53% of 
respondents said they would not continue to live in the 
community if given the choice.

• Safety emerged as the number one issue that concerned 
respondents about the neighborhood. At the same time, 
the friendliness of neighbors emerged as the greatest 
strength of the community.

•  When asked about recent change in the neighborhood, 
respondents were split on whether they felt North Camden 
was improving or declining.

• Respondents generally felt connected to others in the 
community and believed that residents tend to assist one 
another.

By Tim Gallagher, Guadalupe Family Services

There are so many opportunities for the youth of this city 
and especially in our neighborhood of North Camden but 
often many adults are looking for educational opportunities 
as well. In 2011 Guadalupe Family Services began offering 
Adult Computer basics classes and Adult ESL classes. The 
classes were small by design to ensure that each student 
had the one-on-one attention that was needed. The 
students in the computer classes learned everything from 
the very basics of how to turn the computer on and typing 
to the basics of creating a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet and 
searching Google. One student came to the class through 
the direction of Fr. Mike McCue, who was working at New 
Visions day shelter. The student was at the time homeless 
and really wanted to regain his typing skills because he had 
been in Camden County College but dropped out because 
he couldn’t keep up when trying to write papers. He came 
to our class, stuck with the typing practicing and is now re-
applying to CCC because he is now typing at a much faster 
pace. 

Our Adult ESL class was offered for beginners and 
intermediate English Language Learners. Both classes were 
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By Noreen Scott Garrity, Rutgers-Camden Center for the Arts 

An Eco-art mural and garden were created at Northgate 
Park with the community in partnership with Rutgers-Camden 
Center for the Arts (RCCA). The residency project paired a 
visual artist with a master gardener.  The artists worked with 
R.C. Molina School and senior citizens from Respond, Inc. 

The murals adorn the amphitheater steps and concrete 
walkways throughout the park. They were painted under the 
direction of teaching artist and muralist, Pedro Ospina. The 
artist worked with Molina students in Spring 2011 in a series of 
workshops. Next, artist Heather Randall installed the murals 
with the assistance of Rutgers-Camden Fine Arts student 
Louis Greco. This was only Phase 1; there are more murals 
planned.

Simultaneously, new gardens for the park were designed 
and planted under the direction of master gardener 
Andrea Ferich, of the Camden Center for Environmental 
Transformation. Participants chose native plants for the park 
based on sustainability. The first planting (1,000 plants) took 
place in July 2011. Soil was donated by Organic Mechanics.

The program promotes environmental stewardship and 
places permanent art in Northgate park.  Approximately 

Moving Forward
RESIDENT SURVEY FINDINGS REVEALED

Caption

ADULT LEARNERS

Surveyors speak with North Camden residents.

By Pamela Rainey Lawler, Catholic Partnership Schools

Holy Name School strives to be an oasis of calm and peace 
within the North Camden neighborhood and it regularly lives 
up to its reputation as a place where miracles happen every 
day. Each month, visitors from all walks of life – whether 
financial donors, volunteers, or prep school students – come 
to 5th & Vine to see the magic first hand.

Not long ago, a team of top executives from the iconic 
Campbell Soup Company led by their history-making first 
female CEO, Denise Morrison, descended upon the school 
to kick off the company’s Make A Difference Week of 
community volunteering. On that particular morning, Ms. 
Morrison and the other C-suite executives rolled up their 
sleeves to help prepare and serve a healthful, low-cost 
meal (made with Campbell Soup products, of course) to 
more than 170 children. The children loved the lunch and 
the special attention the event generated.

And for an encore, just last month, the chefs – without the 
executives this time – came back to Holy Name School 
to serve lunch again. The very next day, in an interesting 
example of ‘paying it forward,’ the students gathered the 
necessary supplies and prepared lunches for the hungry 
and homeless who gather daily at Cathedral Hall. 

MMM GOOD…CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY PRESIDENT FIXES LUNCH AT HOLY NAME SCHOOL

Campbell Soup Company executives serve lunch to students.

Last year, Campbell launched a $10 million, 10-year 
program to reduce significantly the obesity rate among 
Camden’s children through improved physical education 
and nutrition programs.  Holy Name School is a participant 
in the NJ Partnership for Healthy Kids Initiative and a focus 
of the Campbell program. For more information about 
the Partnership and the special role it plays in the North 
Camden community, contact Lori Chaffers at 856-338-0966 
or lchaffer@cspschools.org. 

challenging and fun to work with. We had young immigrants 
and senior citizens in the class all doing their best to master 
our very difficult language. 

Each of our adult learners was challenged to grow in these 
classes and with their new skills are better able to search 
for new jobs and opportunities. We look forward to the next 
classes starting.

New classes will be enrolling soon. For more information 
please contact Tim Gallagher at 856-365-8081.

ECO-ART PROJECT COMES TO LIFE IN NORTHGATE PARK

400+ community members have worked on this project, 
RCCA received funding for this project from the Campbell 
Soup Foundation, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, 
and the Subaru of America Foundation.

A section of the new eco-art mural in Northgate Park.

• Most respondents were renters and of those, a majority 
indicated that they would not like to buy a home in North 
Camden, primarily due to crime and personal financial 
issues. Affordability and proximity to friends and family 
were the most common reasons for choosing to live in 
North Camden.

This information can now guide the project partners and 
North Camden residents and stakeholders as they work 
together to improve the quality of life in North Camden. For 
more information, contact Sarah Bryant of Cooper’s Ferry 
Partnership at (856) 757-9154 or bryant@coopersferry.com.

A surveyor speaks with a North Camden resident.

A student in the adult computer basics class works on his 
computing skills.


