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SPRING IS IN THE AIR
By Rodney S. Sadler Sr., Save Our Waterfront

As we bid farewell to the winter of 2011-2012, the winter 
that never was, we look to spring and an early start to the 
building season. Tres Esquinas has started foundation work, 
Lutheran Social Ministries has constructed two homes on 
York Street, and the Meadows at Pyne Poynt is occupied 
and operational. The greening efforts of Respond and the 
Save Our Waterfront Greening Committee are moving 
along.  And, Respond’s Lawn Care Crew has done wonders 
to change the face of the community, with lot cleaning, tree 
planting and fencing.  

As we recognize our successes, we must acknowledge the 
plague of violence that continues in our neighborhood.  I 
think it appropriate to stop and reflect on what we believe—
as we all must participate in ending the violence.  Let’s come 
together and explore solutions to stop the violence. Join the 
Save Our Waterfront Public Safety Committee! The Public 
Safety Committee is envisioned to unite residents around 
a common concern for public safety and well-being and 
to instill hope and change by reclaiming North Camden’s 
street, corners, and abandoned properties for the good of 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Meadows at Pyne Poynt

REGISTER NOW FOR THE NORTH CAMDEN LITTLE LEAGUE’S 2012 SEASON!

Save Our Waterfront (SOW), a 501(c)3 organization incorporated in 1990, is a coalition of 
individuals who live, work or worship in the North Camden neighborhood. Its mission is to serve 
as a unified and coherent voice for North Camden. SOW spearheaded the creation of the 
2008 North Camden Neighborhood Plan. For more information, or to find out about volunteer 
opportunities, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director, at (609) 238-4031.
 

By Alaina Dobkowski, Hopeworks ‘N Camden

Vegetables, strawberries, sunflowers, cooking, new 
relationships, and fun- that’s what happened last year at the 
Esperanza Garden.  The Esperanza Gardeners are gearing up 
for their second season of gardening at 6th & Grant Streets.  
The Camden City Children’s Garden, Hopeworks, DeSales 
Service Works, Holy Name School, and many residents came 
together to make this garden possible.  

We look forward to further growth this year, and have some 
additional space available!  The community gardeners 
support one another to create positive events in our 
neighborhood throughout the summer.  If you are interested 
in having a plot in the garden, please contact Alaina 
Dobkowski at alaina@hopeworks.org or (856) 602-4020.

ESPERANZA GARDEN AT 6TH & GRANT STREETS BEGINS SECOND YEAR!

Vegetables from the Esperanza Garden last year.

To submit an article for consideration, please contact Rod Sadler, Executive Director of Save Our Waterfront at (609) 238-
4031. All articles must pertain to North Camden, are subject to editing, and should be 100-250 words in length.

the community. Let’s start the conversation today. Anyone 
interested in joining the public safety committee, please call 
me at (609) 238-4031.

I would also like to take this time to acknowledge Sam 
Plaza, a longtime SOW Board member, founding member 
of the North Camden CB Patrol, father, businessman and 
community elder, who passed away on  April 9, 2012. Gone 
too soon; he will be sorely missed. 

FREE TREES AVAILABLE FOR CAMDEN NEIGHBORHOODS!

Trees clean our air and water, provide shade and make our communities beautiful! The NJ Tree Foundation has been 
planting trees in Camden since 2002, dedicated to “the right tree for the right place” along city streets. Through their 
Urban Airshed Reforestation Program, Camden residents, schools, churches and non-profits are eligible for trees in their 
communities. To organize a tree planting in your neighborhood, please call Jessica Franzini at (856) 287-4488 or visit 
www.njtreefoundation.org. Applications for fall 2012 are due July 1st.

The Meadows at Pyne Poynt affordable housing complex 
was as bright as the sun-lit day on March 8th for the 
celebration of its Grand Opening at 441 Erie Street in 
North Camden, site of the former Knox Gelatin company. 
Developed by Ingerman and Respond, Inc., The Meadows 
is an affordable rental community providing forty one- and 
two-bedroom rental units, including ten supportive housing 
units for veterans and the formerly homeless. An on-site 
social services office, operated by Respond, Inc. through its 
PATH Center, will be available to residents of the supportive 
housing units and to other tenants for information, referrals 
and workshops on topics of general interest.

Among the more than 150 persons who helped celebrate 
the Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting ceremony were 
Camden Mayor Dana L. Redd, Anthony L. Marchetta, 
Executive Director of the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage 
Finance Agency, a funder of the project, along with the 
Camden Redevelopment Authority, Enterprise, the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of New York and TD Bank. In the audience 

THE MEADOWS AT PYNE POYNT OPENS ITS DOORS
By Judy Everts, Respond, Inc.

were many local and state elected officials, the entire 
project development team and many North Camden 
residents and stakeholders. The Respond Sayre New Worker 
Training Center Culinary Department chef instructors and 
students provided a delicious presentation of food for the 
reception that followed.

Parents of boys and girls aged 5-16 are invited to enroll their 
children in the North Camden Little League for the 2012 
season, which begins on May 19. The enrollment fee is $20 
and includes a game uniform and practice uniform, as well 
as a glove and cleats, if neccesary. Practices and games 
are held weekly from May 19 - July 28.  

In addition, the Concerned Citizens of North Camden and 
the North Camden Little League invite all North Camden 
residents and stakeholders to Concerned Citizens of North 
Camden - Community Day on Saturday, June 23 in Pyne 
Poynt Park. The celebration, which features a community 
carnival, will begin at 3pm with an opening ceremony and 
a North Camden Little League game, followed by the kick-
off of the carnival at 4:30. The evening will conclude with an 
exciting fireworks show at 8:45!

The North Camden Little League counts on community 
support to thrive! If you, or someone you know, is interested 
in sponsoring the North Camden Little League, or you would 
like to enroll you children, please contact Bryan Morton of 
Concerned Citizens of North Camden at (609) 553-3788 or 
communitybuild@live.com. 

2011 North Camden Little League players.

One of the many vacant lots on Erie Street recently cleaned 
and greened by Respond’s Lawn Care Crew.
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Parks have served as hubs in communities throughout the 
world for centuries.  They are traditionally peaceful spaces 
for recreational activities, creation of art/landscaping, family 
and neighborhood gatherings, or wonderful places just to 
stroll, relax, read a book and enjoy.  

Northgate Park, located at 6th and Elm Streets, has served 
this role for the North Camden community since it opened 
over 30 years ago.  At that time and for several years 
following its opening, it was the place to be: safe and vibrant, 
hosting concerts featuring neighborhood talent, barbeques, 
fun-days and games for children and adults of all ages. In 
recent years, there have been countless efforts to maintain 
this haven through clean-ups, beautifications, art projects, 
and a youth day where over 1,300 individuals attended, 
complete with food, carnival rides, information tables, crafts, 
displays and recreational opportunities.  However, despite 
the ongoing efforts of the community, there have been 
challenges from those who disrespect this space by littering 
and defacing the property, and from unaddressed physical 
blight and a lack of security. 

Despite these challenges, the community has valiantly 
worked to restore the park’s natural beauty, reduce blight, 
and improve public safety, giving back this gem to the 
community to use for its intended purpose.  To that end, a 
group, Friends of Northgate Park (comprised of residents 

By Alaina Dobkowski, Hopeworks ‘N Camden

Hopeworks ‘N Camden has started planning for summer 
2012 and our Summer Jobs Program! Through “Fun in the 
Sun”, we raise the necessary funds to employ Camden youth 
in invigorating, supportive, and educational work projects. 
Our goal for 2012 is to create 25 Youth Jobs this summer. 
One youth job costs $1,200. Therefore, we will need to raise 
$30,000. We need your support to create positive change 
for Camden’s youth. A subscription costs $20 and gives you 
30 opportunities to win up to $2,012! Each day of June, we 
draw the name of one winner. Each day we post the lucky 
person’s name on Hopeworks’ Web site and mail a check 
to the winner. The winning subscription goes back into the 
barrel for the next day’s drawing. Therefore, you have 30 
chances of winning!  Along with the chance to win, you have 
the satisfaction of knowing that you are creating positive 
change in the lives of Camden youth. Your subscription 
will help create summer jobs for 25 Camden youth, create 
hope in Camden, and make you eligible for up to $2,012 in 
winnings! Not a bad way to begin the summer!
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By Bodunrin Banwo, The Food Trust

In neighborhoods that lack supermarkets, many residents 
depend on corner stores, or bodegas, for food purchases. 
Often, bodegas primarily offer canned and processed foods 
and very little, if any, fresh produce. A study conducted in 
Philadelphia by The Food Trust and Temple University found 
that students often stop at these stores on their way to and 
from school, purchasing approximately 360 calories a day 
and spending up to $1.07 per visit on snacks and beverages.

The Food Trust, in partnership with Campbell’s Soup 
Company, has begun a Camden Healthy Corner Store 
Network in the North Camden and Parkside communities 
to bring fresh, healthy food to local corner stores in 
partnership with the community.  The Food Trust’s innovative 
approach provides corner stores with training and technical 
assistance, marketing materials, and equipment to increase 
the capacity of stores to sell healthy products and assists 
store owners with sourcing products from local farmers and 
wholesalers.  

Stores participating in the Camden Healthy Corner Store 
Network agree to introduce four new healthy products 
in their stores, such as fresh fruits and vegetables, low-fat 
dairy products and whole grain products. Stores also must 
agree to display marketing materials that promote and 

Moving Forward
THE FRIENDS OF NORTHGATE PARK: AN ALLIANCE TO MAINTAIN A COMMUNITY SPACE

DO YOU WANT TO HAVE “FUN IN THE SUN” THIS SUMMER?

By Pamela Rainey Lawler, Catholic Partnership Schools

In another nod to the role that Camden’s Catholic Partnership 
Schools (CPS) is playing in the national debate about how 
best to preserve the legacy of Catholic education, the 
organization has been awarded an Innovation in Education 
Award from Today’s Catholic Teacher. 

One of 12 national recipients of the 15th Catholic Schools for 
Tomorrow Award, the Partnership was named “innovator” 
in the category of “restructuring and merging schools.” 
Other categories included marketing, promoting Catholic 
identity, curriculum and instruction, use of technology, and 
community involvement. The award will be presented during 
the NCEA annual conference in Boston on April 12th.

In addition to Holy Name, the Partnership’s school in North 
Camden, the CPS brings together 1,070 students in four 
other K-8 schools throughout Camden – Sacred Heart, St. 
Anthony of Padua, St. Cecilia, and St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral. 
When faced with the reality that more than half of the 
Catholic schools in the city were closed in recent years, the 
Partnership formed to ensure that the remaining schools 
continued to grow and thrive and remain essential anchors 
in the community.

HOLY NAME AND FOUR OTHER CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP SCHOOLS RECOGNIZED 
FOR INNOVATION IN EDUCATION

The judges were impressed with the model’s design and size. 
With a capacity to serve 1,200 elementary and middle grade 
students, it is large enough to effect change and capitalize 
on economies of scale and small enough to share resources 
and staff and to coordinate programming.

According to Partnership Executive Director Karen Dietrich, 
SSJ, PhD, this award recognizes all the hard work of Pat 
Quinter, Principal of Holy Name School, and her staff as well 
as all the other principals, teachers, and staff in implementing 
an ambitious mission and strategy for success and turning 
Camden boys’ and girls’ dreams into a reality.   “An award 
such as this affirms not only the efforts, but the quality of 
education our children are receiving. The Partnership is a 
model that accomplishes so much at a fraction of the cost 
of public education, while being highly accountable to our 
families and the donors who invest in the Partnership.”

 
Also at Hopeworks the GIS team is gearing up for the 
development of the 2012 Camden Street Map. The team 
will be hard at work over the next few months developing 
advertising, updating the map, and adding new features. 
Four members of our team will be working with Photoshop, 
Illustrator, ArcGIS, Salesforce and more to bring this project 
together. The finished product will be ready for delivery 
in June, don’t miss out! This year’s map is sure to be the 
best one yet, so make sure your business or organization is 
represented.  Visit our website to find out more information: 
www.hopeworks.org, or stop by and visit at 543 State Street.

HEALTHY FOOD COMING TO A STORE NEAR YOU!

educate consumers 
about healthy eating. 
Network members are 
eligible to apply for 
a customized “mini-
conversion,” including 
refrigeration and 
shelving, to expand 
their inventory of 
healthy products. Next 
time you are in your 
local corner store, look 
for the Healthy Corner 
Store logo which 

and numerous local organizations) have come together 
to provide security, maintain the land and ensure ongoing 
programming!  The group has formed an ambassadorship 
program where residents and police officers work together 
to open and close the park and monitor daily conditions.  
It has been an awesome, coordinated joint effort guided 
by committed stakeholders and serving as a reminder 
and model of the true meaning of community.  They are 
steadfastly standing side-by-side, joined by their common 
resolve to maintain one of North Camden’s most precious 
landmarks, and to send a clear message that parks belong 
to the community and, as such, they should be safe, clean 
and fun spaces for all to enjoy!  

Hopeworks youth promote the 2011 Camden Street Map

identifies stores that are participating in the network. If your 
corner store is not participating in the program, please tell 
the owners that you want them to offer more healthy food 
options.

For 20 years, The Food Trust has been working to ensure 
that everyone has access to affordable, nutritious food. 
The Camden Healthy Corner Store Network is coordinated 
by The Food Trust’s Bodunrin “Bo” Banwo. Stores owners 
interested in joining the Network can connect with Bo at 
bbanwo@thefoodtrust.org or (215) 575-0444, ext. 189.

Participating corner stores display 
the Healthy Corner Store logo.

By Angel M. Osorio, Board Facilitator for the District Council Collaborative Boards

Children swinging in Northgate Park


